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On Sept. 10, the US embassy issued a communique announcing approval of a US$4.2 million dollar
aid package to support elections in Panama. Funds will be used in conjunction with a referendum
scheduled for Nov. 15 on the constitutional abolition of the army, and to support preparations for
the 1994 general elections. The aid includes technical assistance and funds for "civic education
campaigns." According to the communique, the funds are part of 25-month program aimed at
improving Panama's electoral administration. Total program costs are about US$7 million, of
which the Panamanian government will contribute US$2.8 million. A major portion of the US
assistance, as well as the personnel to manage it, will be channeled through the Organization of
American States- (OAS) affiliated Inter-American Human Rights Institute (Instituto Interamericano
de Derechos Humanos) and Center for Electoral Assistance and Promotion (Centro de Asesoria y
Promocion Electoral, CAPEL). The Panamanian army was disbanded following the December 1989
US invasion. In the November referendum, voters will approve or reject a constitutional amendment
for permanently banning existence of a standing army in the country. President Guillermo Endara
supports abolition of the army while some opposition sectors have argued such a move will lead
to a further loss of the country's sovereignty. On Sept. 11, Foreign Minister Julio Linares rejected
criticisms that the US electoral assistance constitutes interference in Panama's domestic affairs. "I
don't see why [it is seen as interference] given that the United States has helped this country in so
many ways...if we are going to argue that this constitutes interference, then all foreign aid" should
be considered in the same light. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news
service EFE, 09/10/92, 09/11/92)
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